
DMS Press 
January 2015 Volume 1, Issue 3 

Boys’ Basketball……………1 
K.A.R.E. Club Trip………..1 

Brain Busters………………1 

Talent Show………………..1 
Spelling Bee………………..2 
Winter Concert……………3 
Annie Update……………..4 
Math Peer Help……..….…6 
New Teacher………………6 

Debate……………….…….7 
Current Event……………..8 
Girls Basketball…………….8 
Gifted and Talented……..…9 

The Demarest Deli…………11 
Book Review………………..11 
Creative Writing……….…12 
Holiday Parties…………....13 

Articles 

Boys’ Basketball 
By Jackson Hecker 

KARE Club Trip 
  By Sammie Gordon 

the 

Talent Show 
By Sydney Woods Brain Busters 

By Ray Lee 

 This past December, the K.A.R.E. 
Club took a trip to the Rockleigh 
Nursing Home. Students of all 
grade levels attended this trip. The 
s tudents br ightened up the 
residents’ day. The students did 
activities and talked. The KARE 
Club (continued on page 9) 

 
With its 21st year in existence, the 
2014-2015 BrainBusters roster has 
been set. Eight 7th graders and 
eight 8th graders take part in a 
classic trivia game against students 
from the entire Northern Valley. 
The game itself is very simple.  It 
involves a balanced mix of 
k n o w l e d g e ,  a g g r e s s i o n ,  
(continued on page 9) 

 The 2014 DMS Talent Show was 
a huge success.  Multiple students 
performed their talents in front of 
the entire school on Tuesday, 
December 23, the last day of 
school before holiday break.  
There were gymnasts, singers, 
dancers, and more in this year’s 
talent show. 
(continued on page 5) 

���The boys’ basketball team is having an outstanding season.  Mr. 
Nerkezian has turned the team around.  The Demarest Wildcats are 9-2. 
 
   Since the first game against Harrington Park, the team has beaten Old 
Tappan, Haworth and Northvale.  Playing Old Tappan, the Wildcats played 
one of the best games this season.  Everyone contributed to the game and 
helped gain a big lead in the first half.  The team was able to hold on.   
 
   In their next victory against Haworth proved to be a close game 
throughout.  Either team didn’t have a huge lead.  The team was down 2 
points with 10 seconds to go.  The team had great ball movement around 
the court.  
(continued on page 2) 
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Boys’ Basketball Boys’ Basketball 

Spelling Bee 
By Thea Maletta  

hitting many 3 pointers and 
getting many steals.  The game 
extended into overtime.  With 0 
seconds on the clock Ben Alfano 
got fouled with the game tied 
56-56.  Ben Alfano hit the first 
free throw and sealed the game.   
   The most recent game was 
against Harrington Park.  The 
team started the game with 
amazing defense getting 3 steals 
in the first 3 plays.  In the first 
quarter the team went up 22-0.  
The game was a blowout from 
that point on.  The Demarest 
Wildcats beat Harrington Park by 
20 to extend their winning record. 
       Right now the team is the #1 
seed.  The boys’ basketball team 
is better than ever. If the team 
keeps up this good playing they 
could win the championship. 
 
 
  
  

  On Tuesday, December 23, 
2014, the Demarest Middle 
School hosted their annual 
spelling bee. Before the school 
spelling bee, each class in each 
grade participated in a class 
spelling bee that decided who 
would move on to the school wide 
spelling bee. Every student was 
involved in the class spelling bee, 
and that determined who moved 
on to the school spelling bee.  
  
  

There were two winners from 
each class that moved on to the 
school round. The winner of the 
school moves onto The Bergen 
County Division spelling bee; 
there is one winner from each 
town in Bergen County that 
moves on to this spelling bee. 
This year Eunice Chong was the 
victor of the DMS school wide 
spelling bee, and Ashley Kim 
came in second place. The word 
wahine, which means a girl surfer, 
is the word that Eunice spelled 
correctly to be the champion of 
our 2014 spelling bee. Eunice 
won the school wide spelling bee 
two years in a row, in 2013 and 
2014.  
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Since Eunice was the winner, she 
got to participate in The Bergen 
County Division Spelling Bee, 
along with other winners from the 
county. The competition tests 
your ability to break down the 
spelling of the word, and as the 
rounds progress the words 
become more chal lenging. 
Demarest Middle School has been 
doing this spelling bee for many 
years, and while it still a 
competition and a interactive way 
for students to show their spelling 
skills, it is entertaining for all 
s tudents whether they are 
participating or not. 
 
  

Matt Hefter gave a great pass to 
Jerry Abramson at the top of the 
key and Jerry drilled the 3-
pointer.  It put Demarest in the 
lead with 1.9 seconds to go.   
   The next game was against 
Northvale.  The team had a bad 
game through 3 quarters but was 
able to get the victory in the 4th.  
Even though the team has 4 
wins they had 1 loss in their 
second game against a good 
Norwood team.  The team had a 
good game, but was outplayed 
by Norwood. 
   The sixth game of the season 
was against Closter.  Early in 
the 3rd quarter the team went 
down by 15 points.  Then, the 
team went on a fantastic run 
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Winter Concert 

By Ben Alfano and Jerry Abramson  (Pictures by Valentina Rosso and Izzy Urquiola) 
   The 2014 Winter concert was 
quite entertaining and enjoyable. 
The concert was hosted on 
December 18 in the DMS 
auditorium. The Winter Concert 
began with the chorus singing 
harmoniously and in symphony. 
After the chorus sang, the concert 
band performed many wonderful 
s o n g s . T h e c o n c e r t b a n d 
performed many songs including 
“Cross Winds March” and 
“Winter Snape. They performed 
gracefully and in symphony. After 
the concert band, the jazz band 
performed. They performed 
terrifically, and some examples 
are “Baby it’s Cold Outside” and 
“Pacific Attitude”. Lastly the rock 
bands performed. One example is 
the seventh grade band who 
performed “Rude” by Magic. The 
b a n d c o n s i s t e d o f C o r e y 
McLaughlin, Jack Besnoy,  

Cole Wasserman, and Merrick 
Reese. I interviewed the school 
president, Sydney Woods, and 8th 
grade student Jackson Hecker.  I 
asked Jackson what he thought of 
the winter concert was and Jackson 
replied, “The winter concert was 
very entertaining, it gave the 
students the time to listen to all of 
the hard work put in by the chorus 
and the band.” Sydney replied, “I 
think the bands and chorus 
performed perfectly.” 
The Winter Concert’s have been 
going on for a long time.  Min 
Namgung has been in concert and 
jazz band since he came to the 
middle school.  We asked him how 
Mr. Zemba has taught him over the 
years and he said, “he’s taught me a 
lot. He gives us challenging music 
sheets and we sight read it, and after 
 

the chorus (left), string quartet (top middle), jazz band (bottom middle), rock bands (right) 

that we go over the music together 
and we have lessons for each 
instrument.”  Min has grown as a 
saxophonist over his four years of 
performing in the Winter Concert 
and is now an extremely skilled 
musician.  We also interviewed Mr. 
Zemba about how he felt the  
Concert was compared to previous 
years. He stated, “The afternoon show 
for the students was better than usual 
because usually they tend to play 
stiffer in front of their peers.”   
        Overall, the 2014 Winter Concert 
was pleasant and a great way to lead 
students and teachers to Winter Break.  
The chorus got everyone in the 
holiday mood.  The bands played 
superbly and the hard work the 
students put in showed���
 
 ��



Annie Update 
By Thea Maletta  (Pictures By Emma Miller)   

Annie Update 
By Thea Maletta  (Pictures By Emma Miller)   

For weeks, the cast of Annie has been practicing for the 

production of the play that has been performed on 

January 30th. All grade levels can participate in the play.  

In total, there are 31 members in the play. Sabrina Perez, 

a sixth grader, is playing Annie. Every Monday and 

Friday after school, the cast has been meeting to perfect 

their performance. 

   

Justin Perez, who is playing Daddy Warbucks, stated 

that every cast member has to review their lines and 

practice songs every time they meet. Also, they must 

practice the scenes that they are in together with the 

other students in that scene.  Justin also said, “I have a 

bigger role because I am older, but some of the 

younger kids also have important roles, such as my 

sister.” Sabrina followed up on Justin’s statement and 

commented, “Every role is important in the play no 

matter how big or small their part is because we all 

have to work together.” I was able to tell that the cast 

really enjoys being a part of the musical and working 

with one another. 

�

 �

  

Along with learning lines and practicing scenes, all 

members had to learn a number of different songs. 

Some of those songs they had to learn were “Maybe”, 

“It’s A Hard-knock Life”, “Easy Street”, “He Won’t 

Be An Orphan For Long”, “I Don’t Need Anything 

But You”, and “Tomorrow”.  The cast and crew have 

been working very hard to make the production of 

this play the best that it can be. 

 Each cast member has been extremely 

enthusiastic when it comes to performing. Every 

member has been interacting with each other during 

rehearsals by running lines, going over scenes, and 

practicing songs. Everyone believes that this year’s 

musical will be as successful as those in the past.�

 �
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Talent Show  

By Sydney Woods + Pictures by Valentina Rosso and Izzy Urquiola 

  Sheymaa Saleh opened the 
show singing “At Last” by Etta 
James.   

 Three girls from the fifth 
grade, Demi Alevrontas, Brooke 
Vargas, and Lauryn Ha, did a 
gymnastics dance routine to 
“Forget You” by Cee Lo Green.  
They did many gymnastics skills, 
such as cartwheels and used 
props, such as cars and money, 
throughout their routine. 

 I l i a n a P a r i k o s a n d 
Samatha Rizzo performed to 
“Animals” by Maroon 5.  The 
girls performed many gymnastics 
moves that demonstrated their 
high level abilities.  
Anastasia and Tatiana Khilko, two�

sisters in 7th and 5th grade, 
performed to “BO$$” by Fifth  
Harmony.  Together, they performed 
many moves such as turns, 
cartwheels, and front handsprings. 

   Next, Indali Connolly in the 6th 

grade sang, “Try” by Colbie Caillat.   

   Hailey Eldon and Liz Park, two 

girls in the 6th grade, sang “Rolling 

in the Deep” by Adele.  To make it 

more entertaining, they sang 

acapella, which means without 

background music.  The audience 

clapped along while the girls sang 

beautifully to Adele’s hit song. 

    After that, Club Energy, Demarest 

Middle School’s dance club, 

performed to “Jingle Bell Rock.” 

The group of girls was synchronized 
as they danced together to the 
upbeat Christmas song.   Even 
though their music turned off a few 
seconds into the dance, they tried 
again later and finished the dance 
beautifully.  
  The show closed with Alissa 
Gonzales, Sammie Gordon, and 
Sharon Hong singing “All I Want 
For Christmas Is You,” by Mariah 
Carey.  During the performance, 
about 20 8th graders joined Alissa, 
Sammie, and Sharon up by the 
stage.  Wearing Santa hats, the 8th 
graders ran up to the front of the 
stage together to snap to the song.  
The finale performance was a great 
way to end the 2014 Talent Show.  
 

From page 1
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Math Peer Help 
By Rhea Tejwani 

Math Peer Help 
By Rhea Tejwani 

New Teacher 
By Ohr Yaholomi 

 Every Tuesday and Wednesday 
eighth grade pre-algebra and algebra 
students gather in Mr. Sortino’s 
classroom for extra math help.  
There are two eleventh grade honors 
students that assist the eight grade 
students with math.  These students 
are in honors pre calculus.  They are 
Ruchi Te jwani and Spencer 
Levenson.  These students take 
problems from the textbook, 
worksheets and create some of their 
own.    This program, created by 
Spencer Levenson, is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to receive 
one-on-one math assistance.   

 Algebra s tudent , Alexa 
O’Connor says, “[the program is] 
very helpful because I have noticed 
that the grades I receive reflect the 
help I got because of this program.”  
Pre-Algebra student 

�
�
 �
 �
 �

  

This year we are welcoming our new Spanish teacher for 
all grades, Mrs. Ruiz. Even though Mrs. Ruiz is currently 
a great Spanish teacher, she never originally intended be 
in a profession involving kids. Mrs. Ruiz said she started 
working with kids at a day care center and has loved it 
ever since. Aside from that, she says that Demarest has 
been treating her well since she has started and says it is 
exciting to be working with all the new students and 
teachers.  When asked which grade she likes to work with 
the most, she said that she actually has no favorites 
because all the kids are fun to work with. Mrs. Ruiz has 
been a great addition to our caring community, and it 
turns out that she fits in like a puzzle piece with all the 
other teachers. 

Emily Cohen states “[The peer help 
program] allows me time to do my 
homework with the opportunity to 
ask questions, and I see a difference 
in my math understanding. If the 
students have any questions about 
the high school, I am there to 
answer them.”  Asking someone 
closer to your age could make 
students feel more comfortable. The 
math peer help program is a great 
way for eighth grade students to 
receive math help they may need.. 

Teacher Mrs. Ruiz 

	�

Eighth grade math teacher and 
administrator of the program, Mr. 
Sortino explains, “I believe that peer 
to peer learning is one of the best 
ways to learn.  It will be helpful for 
instruction from  
high school students who facilitate 
the program, and they will be able to 
get on the same level as the 
students.”  Spencer Levenson 
explained why he created the 
program, “I created this program 
because when I was younger, I 
needed help sometimes, and I didn’t 
feel comfortable asking the teacher. 



Debate Debate 

As the new year begins to settle upon the 
students of DMS, many people begin to wonder 
…�Do I need to make a New Year’s Resolution? I 
believe that the students of this school should not 
have to make a New Year’s Resolution if they 
don’t want to.  This is my belief because people 
should not have to make a goal that makes work 
harder than they are able to.  New Year’s 
Resolutions make many people set goals that 
they believe are achievable for the new year, but 
in the end, most end up being too hard to 
complete.  It is unfair to ask people to behave 
better, or for example, get better grades, because 
some people may not be able to do such 
strenuous tasks.   
 
Also, many people that set them usually forget 
New Year’s Resolutions.  These resolutions are 
made in the beginning of the year in January, so 
by the later months in the year, they are 
forgotten.  If New Year’s Resolutions are written 
on paper, they can easily be lost or thrown out.  
Also, most students and people in general have 
their minds set on more important issues like 
studying and paying bills, causing no time to 
remember their New Year’s Resolution(s).  This 
also shows that New Year’s Resolutions are very 
small compared to other issues faced by people 
and students, giving them not much purpose to a 
majority of people.   
 
Lastly, New Year’s Resolutions cause stress for 
people determined to complete their goal for the 
year.  If people get too stressed out for such a 
small reason, it is not worth it to make a 
resolution at all.  All in all, New Year’s 
Resolutions should not have to be made by 
students and all people. 

Most people vow to change for the better on New Year's 
Day, to make this New Year the best ever.  It is a chance 
to start over, to improve upon oneself.  By planning and 
going through with New Years Resolutions, people can 
really improve not only their physical selves but also 
their character and mental states.  

New Years Resolutions can range from losing weight to 
volunteering more to getting organized, and many adults 
make these resolutions on their own.  Students, however, 
do not tend to want to set a list of aspects that they can 
improve on, let alone keep them.  Because of this, 
students are not able to increase in neither mental 
capacity nor their bodies.  One of the most crucial times 
in discovering oneself is the middle and high school 
years, otherwise known as the coming of age.  During 
the coming of age period, it is critical that change is 
evident, and as every year passes and students get 
another year older, it is a great chance to change.  

If it were mandatory that students make and go through 
with New Years Resolutions, they would have a greater 
opportunity to improve and change their lifestyles.  The 
resolutions can be as simple as joining a new sports 
team or taking care of a sibling better.  Over the years, 
these simple acts can really influence and change one’s 
personality and way of life.  A new sports team can 
result in a healthier life, taking care of a sibling can 
result in a better, stronger relationship.  As these small 
improvements build up to really affect someone over the 
years, all because of a New Years Resolution made in a 
classroom.

With students making New Years Resolutions, they can 
better themselves in great amounts.  When students are 
influenced and required to make resolutions, they can 
unlock their true selves and reflect upon that so that they 
can change for the better.  As New Years Resolutions 
become a habit, it will become easier to realize that 
change is not that scary of a thing, and can be completed 
with just a little effort.

PRO 
By Claire Yoo 

CON 
By Chris Alevrontas 
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Girls Basketball 
By Jackson Hecker 

  Kobe Bryant most definitely 
deserved the moment because 
passing Michael Jordan on the all 
time scoring is a huge deal.   
   One of the biggest debates in sports 
right now is: Who is better, Kobe 
Bryant or Michael Jordan?  Kobe has 
passed him on the scoring list, but he 
has also played four more seasons 
than Jordan.  It is certainly a very 
close race, so lets compare their 
scoring stats. 
   Michael Jordan has scored a total 
of 32,292 points in his 15 year career.  
Kobe Bryant has scored 32,310 in his 
nineteenth season and is still going.  
The most points Bryant has scored in 
a single game is 81.  Jordan’s single 
game record is 69 points.  Jordan’s 
single season scoring record is 3,041 
points.  Bryant’s is 2,832.  Lastly, 
Kobe has had 34 game winning 

In the girls’ first game against 
Harrington Park they had an 
unfortunate loss to start the season.  
The team lost 40-19.  The girls’ team 
hopes to come back and get a victory 
at home vs. Norwood.  I was able to 
get an interview with the coach Ms. 
Cohen.  I asked her a series of 
questions about the team.  I asked 
her what the team should work on 
for the team to get their first win.  
She said in order for the girls’ 
basketball team to earn our first win 
we need to continue to work hard 
and become a cohesive unit.  �

  

 �
 �

  

Basketball is a team sport and with 
the three age levels on the team, the 
girls needed to get accustom to 
everyone’s skills and style including 
my own.  Also, I asked what it is like 
to have only 2 8th graders on the 
team.  She responded, “The two 8th 
grade players are great. They bring a 
unique dynamic to the group as well 
as a varied skill set. They are 
working hard every practice and 

setting a fine example for the�
younger players.”  Mrs. Cohen is 
very optimistic about the team and 
believes they will have a great 
season. 
 

  

   December 15th was an average 
offensive night for Kobe Bryant.  
He finished with 26 points.  The 
Los Angeles Lakers hit the 
hardwood against the Minnesota 
Timberwolves in Minnesota.  It 
was a game between two teams 
heading nowhere and in a fairly 
boring crowd and stadium, but in 
this contest Los Angeles Lakers 
star accomplished a milestone that 
got everyone on their feet, 
regardless of anything. 
   Kobe Bryant surpassed Michael 
Jordan on the all-time scoring list 
to become third on the list for most 
points ever.  With his 32,293 point 
of his career, he passed Michael 
Jordan.  He accomplished the feat 
by making both of his foul shots 
after being fouled by Zach LaVine 
near halftime. 
 

Current Event 
By Ben Alfano 

The boys’ basketball team is not the 
only basketball team representing 
Demarest Middle School. There is 
also the girls’ basketball team. This 
year there are many 7th and 6th grade 
girls, but the team only has 2 8th 
graders (Kyri LePree and Valentina 
Russo).  

winning shots, and Jordan has had 
28.  The stats are neck and neck. 
   So who is the better player?  
That is up to you to decide.��When 
Kobe hit the second free throw 
the crowd erupted with cheers and 
even gave Kobe a standing 
ovation.  The game stopped and 
every single player from both 
teams congratulated Bryant with a 
hug.  Kobe was presented with 
the game ball.  He had a huge 
smile on his face, which you 
don’t usually see from him during 
a game because he is one of the 
most competitive players in 
basketball.  

��



Brainbusters 
By Ray Lee 

 

Brainbusters
By Ray Lee

KARE Club 
By Sammie Gordon 

their best two teams in hope of 
winning the Northern Valley 
BrainBusters title.  
   With a large amount of 8th graders 
having experience in the program, 
they are used as role models for the 
7th graders. We asked Phillip Gong 
about why BrainBusters is so helpful 
and enjoyable. “I feel like Mr. 
Quillen is just so compatible with 
everyone. He is able to maintain a 
relaxed atmosphere along with 
having that competitive standard. 
Wanting to do well in BrainBusters is 
very demanding, which helps 
students “study” more and look for 
more knowledge. This prepares for 
our collegiate future and even 
professional.” Sofia Kontolios 
responded similarly, outlining how 
the inclusion of 7th graders being 
q u i t e e s s e n t i a l .  “ M a n y o f 
them are likely to continue in the   
  
  

program, and not only does it give 
them experience but it give us the 
opportunity to become leaders and 
ro le mode l s . ” Rhea Te jwan i 
commented on the current status of 
the BrainBusters. “We are preparing 
for a competitive town versus town 
meet soon. This is where the skills 
really show and where competitive 
edge is needed. This is also why we 
love the program, the competition is 
there but in a much more relaxed 
scene.” The BrainBusters team’s next 
meet is Wednesday, January 14.   
  
  
  

brought great joy to the nursing 
h o m e t h r o u g h  t h i s  t r i p . 
Once at the Rockleigh home, the 
members of the KARE Club were 
split up into groups, and each  

group spent time with a certain 
resident. The first thing that they 
did was arts and crafts.  Each 
student did his or her own art   

 
  

project with a resident.  
 After doing the arts and 

crafts, the KARE club sang songs 
and danced for the residents. The 
residents of the Rockleigh Nursing 
Home enjoyed the KARE Club’s 
performances. 
   This trip to the Rockleigh 
Nurs ing Home brought the 
residents so much joy. The 
residents usually do not get to 
interact with children because most 
of the people in the nursing home 
are the people who work there or 
the other residents, so it was special 
to them to see such young faces. 
This trip broke up the tedium of 
their day.        

 

From page 1
 
 
  

 
 
  

   The residents of the home were not 
the only ones who took something 
away from the experience. Fifth grade 
student Niki Woods stated, “From this 
experience I was able to understand 
how others need help.” Sixth grade 
student Krystal Tulsiram said, “I got to 
see what other peoples’ lifestyles are 
like.” The KARE Club members 
realized through this trip that they can 
make a difference in the lives of those 
who need it. Brightening up the 
residents’ day was as easy as just taking 
a short trip.  The visit that the KARE 
Club paid to the Rockleigh Nursing 
Home was one that greatened the 
residents’ day.  The members of the 
KARE Club were glad to be provided 
with an opportunity to help others.   
 
  

reflexes, deductive reasoning, and 
logic. Two teams of four will listen 
to the question, which is asked by the 
moderator, and the first person to 
click their buzzer will answer the 
question. Ten points will be given for 
“toss-up” questions, with a following 
bonus question worth 20 points if the 
toss-up is answered correctly. Two 
mixed-meets have already been held, 
where BrainBuster participants team 
up with students from other towns 
and have a tournament. Future meets 
are to come, with many of them 
being competitive town versus town 
meets, where the students stay with 
their town only. The last meet, called 
“Finals”, is the most significant. 
Towns send out  
  
  

From page 1
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Book Review 
By Ohr Yaholomi  

The Demarest Deli is one of the best spots for 
students to gather after school.   They serve 
everything from cookies to chips to bagels for the 
perfect after school snack.   The deli also has meals, 
such as chicken fingers and sandwiches.  My personal 
favorite meal at the deli is chicken fingers and French 
Fries.  The bread and vegetables used in the 
sandwiches are always fresh.  The food cooked at the 
Demarest Deli is extremely tasty and their big cookies 
are popular among the students.  Always warm and 
soft, these cookies are a great treat.  The great outdoor 
environment with the duck pond nearby, and the 
tables inside the deli provide for a perfect place to 
hang out after school.  Students can purchase snacks 
at a location that is walking distance from Demarest 
Middle School, and Luther Lee Emerson School.  In 
addition to being a great after school spot located in 
the heart of Demarest, the Demarest Deli also delivers 
hot lunches to the elementary and middle schools in 
Demarest.  Thea Maletta, an eighth grader who 
receives lunches from the deli states, “The deli is a 
good way to eat lunch because you can order it a 
month in advance and don’t have to worry about what 
to eat.”  The deli is the best spot for school children 
and adults in Demarest. 
 

If you haven’t read the book 
Wonder, you need to get to it right now 
as this book will literally “blow your 
mind away” and open your eyes to 
whole new things. Wonder by R.J. 
Palacio is book about a boy named 
Auggie Pullman with some major facial 
deformities. Without revealing too 
much, he struggles throughout the book 
to make friends who accept him the way 
he looks. Auggie does not just have a 
“cleft palate” as you will learn in the 
book, which is when there is a big or 
small slit in upper lip that leads up to the 
nose. Auggie has a bunch of problems 
that prevent him from eating the way a 
person normally would or hearing the 
way someone usually would. I would 

The Demarest Deli 
By Rhea Tejwani 

It was a challenging thing for 
him to do mainly because many of the 
kids did not want to be friends with 
him because of the way he looked. 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio was a 
fascinating read that I recommended to 
anyone who wishes to step outside of 
their world into another very 
complicated one. 

suggest that you read this if you  are in 
sixth grade and above because of the 
hard concept  
that the novel presents. This specific 
subject opens your eyes to new people 
and ideas around you. 

 The cover of the novel is 
appealing because of the bright, baby 
blue color presented and the text is not 
too hard to read because the size is not 
crazy small. What drew me to this 
book was the fact that the main 
character Auggie did not “sugarcoat” 
his condition but he straight out stated 
what was wrong with him. What was 
also appealing to me was the plot of the 
book. I liked the twist on Auggie 
having to struggle with going to public 
school when he stopped being 
homeschooled by his mom.  
 

��



“Martin Luther King Jr.” 
 
Human Rights Day, Lee-Jackson Day 
Civil Rights Day, Happy Birthday 
MLK Day, King Day, Third Monday 
A day to volunteer, donate, dream 
 
Dreams of a nation of men created equal 
Dreams of children judged by their character 
Not their skin color 
Dreaming 
 
Nationally we stop to remember 
Remember the pain, the fight 
To give the right of equality 
We pay the ultimate price of his life 
  
 
More than just a break from work 

“Martin Luther King Jr.” 

Human Rights Day, Lee-Jackson Day 
Civil Rights Day, Happy Birthday 
MLK Day, King Day, Third Monday 
A day to volunteer, donate, dream 

Dreams of a nation of men created equal
Dreams of children judged by their character 
Not their skin color 
Dreaming 

Nationally we stop to remember 
Remember the pain, the fight 
To give the right of equality 
We pay the ultimate price of his life

More than just a break from work 

More than just a day to sleep 
A day to honor a man 
Who dared to speak 
A civil rights activist 
Leading bus boycotts 
Nonviolence, peaceful, equally influential 
From Selma to Montgomery 
 
50 years past his death 
50 years past the overwhelming assassination 
50 years passed 
Since his voice roared over the crowds 
 
How he has influenced those 50 years so greatly 
Without even being there 
We remember the revolution he sparked 
We remember how to dream 
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